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Discover Amsterdam with this comprehensive, entertaining, 'tell it like it is' Rough Guide, packed
with exhaustive practical information and our experts' honest independent
recommendations. Whether you plan to explore the Museum District, visit the moving Anne
Frank Huis, hole up in a cosy brown café or cycle the leafy lanes of Vondel park, The Rough
Guide to Amsterdam will show you the perfect places to explore, sleep, eat, drink and shop
along the way.Detailed regional coverage: provides in-depth practical information for every step
of every kind of trip, from intrepid off-the-beaten-track adventures, to chilled-out breaks in
popular tourist areas. Regions covered include: Old Centre; Red Light District; Grachtengordel;
Jordaan; western docklands; old Jewish quarter; Plantage; eastern docklands; Amsterdam
Noord; NDSM shipyard; Museum Quarter; DePijp; Amsterdamse Bos.Honest independent
reviews: written with Rough Guides' trademark blend of humour, honesty and expertise, and
recommendations you can truly trust, our writers will help you get the most from your trip to
Amsterdam.Meticulous mapping: always full colour, with clear numbered, colour-coded keys.
Navigate the trendy NDSM Wharf neighbourhood, the narrow streets of Jordaan and many more
locations without needing to getonline.Fabulous full-colour photography: features a richness of
inspirational colour photography, including postcard-pretty Begijnh of and the colourful
Bloemenmarkt.Things not to miss: Rough Guides' rundown of Amsterdam's best sights and top
experiences, including Koninklijk Paleis, the Anne Frank Huis, Joods Historisch Museum, EYE
Filmmuseum and the Van Gogh Museum.Itineraries: carefully planned routes will help you
organise your trip, and inspire and inform your on-the-road experiences.Basics section: packed
with essential pre-departure information including getting there, getting around,
accommodation, food and drink, health, the media, festivals, sports and outdoor activities,
culture and etiquette, shopping and more.Background information: comprehensive Contexts
chapter provides fascinating insights into Amsterdam, with coverage of history, religion, ethnic
groups, environment, wildlife and books, plus a handy language section and glossary. About
Rough Guides: Rough Guides have been inspiring travellers for over 35 years, with over 30
million copies sold. Synonymous with practical travel tips, quality writing and a trustworthy 'tell it
like it is' ethos, the Rough Guides' list includes more than 260 travel guides to 120+ destinations,
gift-books and phrasebooks.
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AlamyIntroduction toAmsterdamWith its olive-green canals and handsome gabled houses,
waterfront bars, bustling markets and exquisite art, Amsterdam never fails to charm. But there
are plenty of surprises here too: long seen as an anything-goes place for stoners and Red Light
District prowlers, Amsterdam is shrugging off its old image, smartening up and looking to the
future. Over a billion euros has been invested in cultural projects, with the revamping of
showpiece sights in the Museum Quarter and the regeneration of the long-neglected docklands
with some cutting-edge architecture. That said, for all its focus on reinvention, Amsterdam’s
streets and canals retain a laidback, small-city feel that you just don’t get in any other European
capital. It’s a city that’s proud of its character, and the perfect balance it strikes between
business and bohemia.Amsterdam is still far from being as diverse a city as, say, London or
Paris; huge numbers of people have migrated from the former colonies in Suriname and
Indonesia, as well as from Morocco and Turkey, but almost all live and work outside the centre
and can seem almost invisible to the casual visitor. Indeed, there is an ethnic and social
homogeneity in the city centre that seems to counter everything you may have heard about
Dutch integration. It’s a contradiction that is typical of Amsterdam. The city is world-famous as a
place where the possession and sale of cannabis are tolerated – and yet for the most part
Amsterdammers themselves don’t really partake in the stuff. And while Amsterdam is renowned
for its tolerance towards all styles of behaviour – the locals are more than happy for you to cycle
through town in a silver bikini if the mood strikes you – a more conventional big city would be
hard to find. In recent years a string of hardline city mayors have had some success in
diminishing Amsterdam’s image as a counterculture icon: visitors are welcomed as warmly as
ever, and letting your hair down is positively encouraged, but locals are now upfront about
wanting tourists to behave as good guests – rowdy, drunken behaviour is frowned upon – and
due to new legislation, numbers of the city’s famous coffeeshops are dwindling.Amsterdam on
the waterAmsterdam is defined by water, and its buildings complement their surroundings
everywhere you look, whether it’s in the classic canal views of the seventeenth-century city or
the contemporary developments in the former docklands. If you want to make the most of the
city’s unique watery environment, start with a canalboat tour or rent a canal bike. Then explore



the artificial islands of the Oosterdok district, east of Centraal Station, which offers one of the
most authentic insights into Amsterdam’s seafaring past, whether you’re inspecting the replica of
an eighteenth-century East Indiaman or strolling past the quays and warehouses of the
Entrepotdok.You could also take a ferry from behind Centraal Station to the NDSM shipyard –
one of the city’s coolest cultural hangouts – to have breakfast in a converted shipping container
at Pllek and explore artists’ studios. Other watery wonders include the EYE Filmmuseum, with its
splendid riverside location, bar-restaurant and film-focused library, the Woonbootmuseum, or
Houseboat Museum – which provides a glimpse of what it’s really like to live on Amsterdam’s
waterways – and Marken, a timewarp ex-island that’s just a bus ride away.iStockHowever, some
things haven’t changed, and it’s hard not to be drawn in by Amsterdam’s fun summer festivals,
the cheery intimacy of its cafés, its first-rate art galleries and its air of upbeat positivity.
Amsterdammers themselves make much of their city and its attractions being gezellig, a rather
overused Dutch word roughly corresponding to a combination of “cosy”, “lived-in” and “warmly
convivial”. Nowhere is this more applicable than in the city’s unparalleled variety of watering
holes – whether it’s a timeworn “brown café” or one of a raft of newer, more stylish bars. An
increasingly creative restaurant scene and lively nightlife are further draws, and the city’s
compactness means that it’s an easy hop from a candlelit canalside dinner in the centre to the
cool bars of the regenerated NDSM shipyard over the River IJ, for example. In fact, thanks to its
manageable size and its prevailing atmosphere of friendly inclusiveness, you can really get
under the skin of Amsterdam in a stay of just a few days; there can be few capital cities that have
such immediate, accessible appeal.< Back to Introduction

What to seeThe city’s layout is determined by a web of canals radiating out from a historical core
to loop right round Amsterdam’s compact centre; it takes about forty minutes to walk from one
end of the centre to the other. Butting up to the River IJ, the Old Centre spreads south from
Centraal Station, bisected by Damrak and its continuation, Rokin, the city’s main drag; en route
is the Dam, the main square. The Old Centre remains Amsterdam’s commercial heart, as well as
the hub of its bustling street life, holding myriad shops, bars and restaurants. The area is also
home to the Red Light District, which contains dozens of fine old buildings, most memorably the
Oude Kerk and the Koninklijk Paleis.The Old Centre is bordered by the first of the major canals,
the Singel, whose curve is mirrored by those of the Herengracht, Keizersgracht and
Prinsengracht – collectively known as the Grachtengordel, or “Girdle of Canals”. This is
Amsterdam’s most delightful area, full of handsome seventeenth- and eighteenth-century canal
houses with decorative gables, and narrow, dreamy canals. Here you’ll also find perhaps the
city’s most celebrated attraction, the Anne Frank Huis, the house in which the young Jewish
diarist hid away during the German occupation of World War II, now a poignant reminder of the
Holocaust.Immediately to the west of the Grachtengordel lies the Jordaan, one-time industrial
slum and now almost entirely gentrified. The same applies to the adjacent western docklands,
dredged out of the river to create extra wharves and shipbuilding space during the seventeenth



century; only in the past few decades has the shipping industry moved out.On the other side of
the centre is the old Jewish quarter, home to a thriving Jewish community until the German
occupation of World War II, with a number of absorbing sights, including the Esnoga
(Portuguese Synagogue) and the Joods Historisch Museum (Jewish Historical Museum). The
adjacent Plantage is greener and more suburban, holding the excellent Verzetsmuseum (Dutch
Resistance Museum) and Artis Royal Zoo. Just north, the eastern docklands is another formerly
industrial area that has undergone rapid renewal; attractions here include NEMO, a science and
technology museum, and the Scheepvaartmuseum (Maritime Museum). The regeneration
continues across the River IJ in Amsterdam Noord, with the futuristic EYE Filmmuseum and,
further north still, the NDSM shipyard, a hub of cutting-edge culture. Amsterdam’s Museum
Quarter, southwest of the centre, contains the city’s premier art museums, principally the
Rijksmuseum with its wonderful collection of Dutch paintings, including several of Rembrandt’s
finest works; the excellent Van Gogh Museum, which holds the world’s largest collection of the
artist’s paintings; and the Stedelijk Museum, dedicated to contemporary art. All lie just a stone’s
throw from the city’s finest park, the Vondelpark, while east of the museums is cosmopolitan De
Pijp, the city’s first real suburb.AlamyNEGEN STRAATJES (NINE LITTLE STREETS)Beyond the
centre, the outer districts are relatively short of attractions – notable exceptions being the
wooded parkland of the Amsterdamse Bos and the fascinating ethnographic exhibits of the
Tropenmuseum, south and east of the centre respectively.Talk to Amsterdammers about visiting
other parts of their country and you may well be met with looks of amazement, but don’t be put
off. The Netherlands is a small nation with an outstanding public transport system that makes a
large slice of the country easily reachable. The choice of possible day-trips is extensive: the
town of Haarlem, the old Zuider Zee ports of Marken, Volendam and Enkhuizen, and the pretty
town of Edam are all worth a visit – not to mention the much-touted Keukenhof Gardens, which
are at their best during the spring and early summer.< Back to Introduction

When to goAmsterdam enjoys a fairly temperate climate, with warm summers and moderately
cold and wet winters. The weather is certainly not severe enough to make much difference to the
city’s routines. That said, high summer – roughly late June to August – sees the city packed to
the gunnels, with parts of the centre almost overwhelmed by the tourist throng, whereas spring
and autumn are not too crowded and can be especially beautiful, with mist hanging over the
canals and low sunlight beaming through the cloud cover. At any time of the year, but particularly
in summer, try to book your accommodation in advance.< Back to Introduction

Author picksOur writers have explored every corner of Amsterdam while researching this guide;
their favourite ways to spend their time are below. For the definitive list of the highlights you really
shouldn’t miss.Get around on two wheels Explore the city as Amsterdammers do: on two
wheels. Rent a bike to cycle along the canals or join a bike tour that includes visits to the homes
of local artists.Eat, drink and be merry Take a food tour; head to Foodhallen, a converted 1902



tram depot filled with stalls selling gourmet street food and craft cocktails; or take a boozy tasting
tour at the Heineken Experience.AlamyCYCLING IN AMSTERDAMAmsterdam Jewel
CruisesDINNER CRUISEDiscover the NDSM shipyard Hop on the ferry to this trendy district,
home to a hotel in a crane, a café inside a shipping container and old warehouses brimming with
antiques.Cruise the canals Granted, most of the canal cruises are pretty cheesy, but there are a
couple of gems, such as a pirate-themed boat ride for kids, and a fine-dining cruise for grown-
ups aboard a nineteenth-century boat.Eye-popping architecture See a film, browse the
exhibitions or just marvel at the sleek white lines of the EYE; check out the Stedelijk Museum’s
striking design; or catch a concert at the state-of-the-art Muziekgebouw.Say cheese Edam has a
celebrated summer cheese market; if you don’t make it there, don’t worry, as you’ll find plenty of
choice at the city’s specialist cheese shops and at the Noordermarkt’s organic market.Top
terraces Amsterdam in the sunshine is a sight to behold. Bask on NEMO’s sun-trap rooftop,
sample home-made beers in the shade of a windmill at Brouwerij ’t IJ, take in the views at
SkyLounge Amsterdam or soak up the sun with a cocktail in hand at Hanneke’s Boom.Our
author recommendations don’t end here. We’ve flagged up our favourite places – a perfectly
sited hotel, an atmospheric café, a special restaurant – throughout the Guide, highlighted with
the  symbol.< Back to Introduction
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Ann, “Learn not just what to see, but why. I like learning the history and significance of the places
I'm visiting. My trip was richer for having the rough guide with me.”

Walter G, “Solid Guidebook. Very good and up-to-date guide. Would like a more extensive
restaurant and bar section, but otherwise recommended.”

Oswald Spengler, “Useful. Very helpful”

DavidC, “Useful City Guide. Very useful City guide. Where detail provided this is so useful to
highlight places to go,off the beaten track nd provides a range of places to eat and stay over.
Can be very patchy though.”

Jacqui, “Easy to ready - contains helpful information. Arrived on time in good condition”

Jezabel, “Detailed but not bulky guide. Very thorough guide. I enjoy the amount of historical and
artistic notes it includes in its description of sights and monuments. Maybe it could do with a few
more itinerary suggestions, however everything else seems complete and detailed.It's not too
heavy or bulky so I will be bringing it with me on the holiday.”

Ebook Tops Reader, “Five Stars. Excellent quality & swift delivery”

The book by Rough Guides has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 57 people have provided feedback.
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